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MIDWAY ORCHESTRA 
 
Introduction 
 
Welcome to the Midway High School Orchestra!  The students of Midway ISD are extremely fortunate 
to have the privilege of musical instruction, particularly in a district so well known for the quality of 
its fine arts programs.  The MISD orchestra staff have developed the policies set forth in this 
handbook in order to maintain and elevate this high standard.  
 
ATTENDANCE and ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OF CLASS TIME 
Orchestra members are expected to participate in all orchestra events, rehearsals, and performances.  
A grade is given for each.  Rehearsals before and after school as well as concerts are an extension of 
classroom instruction and are mandatory.  Failure to participate in any of these activities without 
obtaining approval from Dr. Benson at least two weeks in advance, will result in a failure for that 
grade.  
 
The calendar on Dr. Benson’s High School Orchestra web site will reflect all activities before or after 
school well in advance.  Please be sure to check it weekly.  In particular, please cross-reference the 
orchestra calendar with your other school activities so we can work out potential conflicts.  Advance 
planning and communication are essential to participating in multiple activities and 
it is also an essential skill for life after high school! 
 

IMPORTANT:   In the event of a conflict, the student has the responsibility of submitting 
a signed form from a parent or the appropriate teacher/sponsor stating the reason for the 
conflict.  These forms are available from the orchestra office and can also be obtained from the 
orchestra website.  Notes that have not been submitted prior to two weeks before the 
orchestra event may not be considered.  This form does not automatically excuse an absence.  
Each case is considered individually and privately according to its circumstances. Come talk to 
me! Let’s work something out! 

 
Excused Absences: In the case that a rehearsal or performance is missed with an excused 
absence it will be the student’s responsibility to obtain the make up assignment from the 
orchestra director.  Full Credit can be earned for an excused absence.   
 
Unexcused Absences: The student may complete the make up assignment for a maximum 
of 80% credit on the first unexcused absence from an outside-of-class rehearsal.   
  

Last minute excuses cause problems in scheduling for all parties involved and may not be excused.  
The only exception would be a student illness or death in the family.  Not having a ride to an 
orchestra function does not qualify a student for an excused absence.  If this occurs, please 
try to get a ride from another student.  As a last resort, call the orchestra office.  Please make efforts to 
ensure that you have reliable prearranged transportation to all activities.     
 

The attendance guidelines do not apply to social events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GRADING 
 Each student will be awarded points based upon the following scale:   
 
Table of grade points 
 ACTIVITY        Percentage 
 
 Practice Grades       30% 
  Demonstration of individual preparation for class 
 Application  Grades      30% 
  Daily participation and demonstration of musical skills 
  via written and playing assessment    
 Evaluation Grades      40% 
  Assessments including performances and major  

playing/written examinations 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
It is very important that each student maintain passing grades in all classes.  Most orchestra activities 
are curricular.  However, any student who is not passing any class may not participate in any extra-
curricular activity of the orchestra during that six-weeks period.  If you are having trouble passing a 
class, please notify your conductor.  He can try to get you extra help, if not from a teacher, maybe 
from a fellow student.  We expect each member of the Midway Orchestra to do all the work necessary 
to pass all his or her classes. 
 
CLASSROOM RULES 

1) When the bell rings (or rehearsal begins), be in your seat with your instrument ready 
to play and with your orchestra binder, pencil, and any other necessary equipment on your 
music stand. 
 

2) Do not talk during rehearsal unless a director calls on you.  

 

3) Everyone must have their own music and a pencil at their seat every day. 

 

4) Respect the property of other individuals.  This includes instruments as well as music.  You 

do not have permission to use anyone else’s instrument or materials.  Please do not assume 
that you do. 

 

5) No food, drink, or gum is allowed in the orchestra room. 
 

6) Keep your locks on your lockers and lock them at all times! This is for the safety of your 
instrument and belongings. 

 

 7) Be respectful to everyone in the room -- that includes when and how you talk. 

 
Most discipline problems can be handled in-house, that is, assignment to orchestra detention hours 
(which means working!), for such things as eating in the orchestra room, failure to follow rules, etc.  
The second time detention is assigned (for any reason) results in a call home.  The third time, the 
student will be sent to the principal. 
 
 



LOCKERS 
Students will be assigned a locker in which to store their instrument.  Students are expected to keep 
their locker locked at all times.  Only an orchestra-issued lock may be used; do not share this 
combination with anyone else.   
 
PRACTICE 
Daily practice is expected of every member of the orchestra.  Rehearsal is for making music, not 
learning notes.  Coming unprepared to rehearsal wastes the time of everyone else in the ensemble, 
and is extremely disrespectful.  Please manage your time to include adequate daily practice, and 
please remember that demonstrating individual preparation for class is part of each student’s grade. 
 
Music and Materials 
At each rehearsal, students must have their instruments (and all accoutrements necessary for playing 
such as shoulder rest, mute, bow, etc.), orchestra binder (a BLACK 1” 3-ring binder with dividers), a 
pencil, and music.  Music will be provided to each student.  Should a student lose his music, he can 
obtain a replacement copy for $1 per page. Everyone needs to mark his or her music.  From 
time to time, there may be an unannounced grade given for your work in marking your music 
correctly. 
 
PRIVATE LESSONS 
We are blessed to have MANY wonderful private lesson teachers in our area. Baylor music and music 
education students, CTSA teachers, the Baylor String Project, and others facilitate further in-depth 
instruction on your specific instrument. This is a more comprehensive study of each individual’s 
instrument than we have time to cover in our ENSEMBLE rehearsals each day. With private lessons, 
participating students can have the luxury of extra help on a one-to-one basis. 
 
Applications and further information can be obtained from the orchestra office.  Lesson slots and 
times are honored on a first-come-first-served basis.  Time slots and studios fill quickly, so early 
registration is encouraged. 
 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR COMPETITIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 
All students are encouraged to participate in competitions outside the scope of the orchestra 
experience.  The Midway Orchestra has been represented well in these types of contests, and has 
enjoyed the successes of individual as well as collective performances.   
 
Many students elect to participate in UIL (University Interscholastic League) events, such as solo and 
ensemble and state solo and ensemble contests.  TMEA (Texas Music Educators Association) 
sponsors auditions for the Region VIII and All-State Orchestras.   Please note that UIL solo and 
ensemble contests require that the student present the judge with an original published 
score of the piece they are playing.  Students will not be allowed to perform with a 
photocopy! 
 
Students receive a vast amount of knowledge by participating in any of these activities; however, 
participation in any of these events may not interfere with any work that is required for the class.  
Students desiring extra help in preparing for these events should see your conductor to schedule an 
appointment. 
 
Students are also encouraged to audition and participate in the Waco Symphony Youth Orchestra.  
Rehearsals are Sunday afternoons and run about 6-8 weeks in both the fall and spring semester. 
Check out the Waco Symphony website under the “Youth” tab for more information regarding 
audition dates and scheduling. www.wacosymphony.com  
 

http://www.wacosymphony.com/


LETTER AWARDS 
The district policy states that in order for a music student to earn a letter jacket, the student must 
earn 20 points from the following ways:  

 
5 points per year in orchestra 
2 points for trying out for region orchestra 
3 points for making region orchestra 

 3 points for making area orchestra 
 20 points for making all-state orchestra 
 2 points for going to UIL Solo/Ensemble contest 
 3 points for earning a Division I rating at UIL Solo/Ensemble contest 
 3 points for being an officer 
 5 points per year in high school for being in the Waco Symphony Youth Orchestra 
 5 points for being in the pit orchestra for a Midway musical 
  
 Only one jacket may be awarded to each student during his or her term at Midway High School.  

Students who have already received a jacket or blanket from another organization may receive only a 
letter in orchestra.  It is the responsibility of the student to notify your conductor when the 
requirement of 20 points has been satisfied. There will be a form available in the orchestra office to 
notify the director of this achievement.   
 
OUT-OF-TOWN TRIPS 
Almost every spring, the Midway High School Orchestras sponsor a trip to an out-of-town 
destination.  Students must be academically eligible to travel with the orchestra for the respective six-
weeks. 
 
UNIFORMS 
For all concerts, students must wear the appropriate uniform.  Part of each performance grade is 
based upon how you wear your uniform -- neatness, alterations, cleanliness, etc.  If there are any 
alterations needed to make your uniform look better, you may have them done provided that they are 
temporary alterations and no fabric is cut. Under no circumstances is anyone allowed to wear 
boots of any kind with the formal uniform. 
Informal uniforms need to be purchased by the student.  These are shirts and are available at the 
beginning of the school year. Please contact the director if you need assistance with the purchase of 
this shirt. 

All informal uniform: orchestra shirts, blue jeans, school appropriate shoes 
Ladies’ formal uniform: black dress (provided), black hose and closed toe black shoes 
Men’s formal uniform: black tuxedo jacket and pants (provided), bow tie and cummerbund 

(provided), 
white tuxedo shirt, black socks, black tuxedo shoes 

All uniforms will be turned in the night of the Spring Concert.  
All uniforms must be turned in at this time! 

 
 
 
INSTRUMENT LOAN 
Midway High School owns string basses and celli for students to use in class for a small fee.  The 
orchestra may have other instruments for check-out on a very limited basis.  In order to use this 
instrument, the student must pay an annual maintenance fee per instrument. 
 
In addition to the annual maintenance fee, it is the students’ responsibility to provide general upkeep 
to maintain that the instrument is in proper playing condition, including replacement of strings.   



 
INSTRUMENT INSURANCE 
Midway ISD does not offer an insurance policy on instruments and is not responsible for damage to 
instruments while at school.  It is the responsibility of each student to make sure his/her instrument 
is covered while at home, school, and on trips. 
 
ACTIVITY FEE 
This year, the orchestra will not collect an activity fee.  However, as students participate in social 
functions with the orchestra, they may be asked at that time to assist in covering the costs for the 
event (i.e. chipping in for pizza/drinks/etc.). 
 
MIDWAY ORCHESTRA BOOSTERS (MOB!) 
The Orchestra Booster Club meets at 6:00 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each month (though typically 
not in December).  Meetings are held in the Orchestra Room at the High School. 
 
CHAPERONES 
Chaperones are an integral part of the orchestra!  The trips and events (including parties, Booster 
Club food booths for homecoming carnival and region auditions, UIL help, etc.) we plan would not be 
possible without you!  Please consider serving as a chaperone for an event this year!  
 
In order to keep all of our students safe, MISD policy states that every adult that works with students 
must undergo a criminal background check.  
Follow this procedure to complete the volunteer application for the district. 

1) Go to the Midway ISD home page, www.midwayisd.org 
2) Under the “Quicklinks” scroll bar at the top of the page, select, VOLUNTEER 

APPLICATION at the bottom of the menu 
3) Fill this page out with the needed information and push the SUBMIT button at the bottom 

of the page.  
4) This will complete your application.  

 
Please take care of this EARLY! It takes a few weeks for the process to be completed and for your 
name to register on the acceptable list for volunteering. Once on the list, you are cleared to work for 
ANY organization in which your student participates. 
 
FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL 
 
You are not required to bring the following items, but they would be very helpful, if you are feeling 
generous… 
 
Freshman-Sophomores-Juniors: Bring a ream of paper. 
Seniors: Bring a box of Kleenex. 
 
Be ready to jump in! 
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